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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

By Dana Little

The Taylor Pond Association continues to work
for you using an all-volunteer board. The Board
has been busy this last year, working with City and
State officials to ensure the continued quality of our
precious resource. Here's what's been happening
since our Annual Meeting in July of 2017:

Flooding Issues:

Over the years we have been able to create a budget
surplus that we drew down this year in contracting
two major engineering studies that we felt were in
the pond'’s best interests. Both studies were done
by Joseph Mclean of Wright-Pierce Engineering
and provided us with the level of expertise to make
well-informed recommendations.

We contracted for the first study to help us reduce
the chance of flooding on the pond. Mr. McLean
surprised us when he determined that beaver dams
control the usual water level. He found that the
Hotel Road culvert and a public road accessing the
Kendall property both obstruct water flow during
flooding events. His findings will help us to reduce
flooding and possibly eliminate the need for many
homeowners to carry flood insurance. Please read
the full article for more details.

Potential construction at Lost Valley:
The City of Auburn contacted me last summer about
a potential commercial development at Lost Valley
by Kassbohrer, a manufacturer of snow-grooming
equipment. Ultimately, the manufacturer decided
against the site at Lost Valley and instead chose
what most would consider a more appropriate site
in the industrial park off Merrow Road. In contacting
us, the City wished to know if we had projects
that needed funding for phosphorus reduction.
The planned project was looking to offset its
phosphorous export into Taylor Pond by funding
improvements in other known phosphorous-
generating areas. The TPA board met and had three

concerns about the project: (1) Noise generation
from running heavy equipment at the site; (2) Large
trucks negotiating access along Young's Corner
Road; and (3) The magnitude of phosphorus runoff.
An increase in the pond’s phosphorus could trigger
serious algal overgrowth. We turned again to
Wright-Pierce Engineering, who provided us with
a comprehensive analysis of the projected impact
of this project. The most important conclusion was:
The information provided regarding the Phosphorus
Standard does not appear to be in compliance with
State regulations and the development appears to
be dramatically increasing phosphorus export from
the developed parcel. We believe the impact of this
report helped to steer Kassbohrer to a safer site in
the interests of the health of the pond.

Taylor Pond'’s water quality continues to be excellent
and is monitored throughout the summer by Woody
Trask. Woody uses his expertise in chemistry to
provide us with timely and accurate data to protect
water quality. In the past we paid over $4,000 yearly
for similar services that now are provided free by
Woody. Please see his annual summary of water
quality in this newsletter.

Taylor Pond provides a rich habitat for wildlife,
including fish and birds. Annually the Maine
Department of Marine Resources catches over 3000
adult alewives at the Brunswick dam and places
them in our pond. These fish spawn and the young
develop over the summer in our rich waters before
returning to the ocean. All summer people enjoy
catching bass and, during the winter, large pike
retrieved through holes drilled in the ice.

Wildlife abounds on the water, surrounding wetlands
and woods of Taylor Pond. This area serves as the
breeding ground and a resting spot for migratory
birds. Please read my article on “Year of the Bird” to
understand the variety that can be observed.
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YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Directors whose terms expire July of 2018, who will Directors whose terms expire July of 2019

stand for re-election to another two-year term:
Susan Trask, Secretary

Dana Little, President 784-4606, susantrask@roadrunner.com

784-1908, danalw@roadrunner.com
Barbara Mitchell

Edwin Gray, Treasurer 783-9000, bmitch61@aol.com
720-0098, edwin_gray@hotmail.com

Marc Tardif
Larry Faiman 783-7395, tardifml@efp-efs.com
782-4648, bmfaiman@gmail.com
Woody Trask
Donna Morin 784-4606, woodytrask@roadrunner.com

dmorin77@aol.com

Kristi Norcross
577-6408
knorcross@roadrunner.com

Thank you to all of our directors for their commitment to keeping Taylor Pond healthy! If you have internet
access and are willing to serve as an officer or director, please contact Dana Little to add your name to this list.
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By Dana Little

2018 has been designated for the birds! One hundred years ago Congress passed the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act which protects birds that pass between the United States
and Canada. This act currently lists over 800 birds for protection. Prior to passage of
the act some birds were hunted to extinction. The Passenger Pigeon once darkened
the sky as it flew over this area in flocks of millions. Experts considered it the most
common bird in the US and possibly the world in the mid 1800’s. People hunted the
bird to extinction for its meat. Prior to the passage of this act, the abundant Snowy
Egret faced a similar fate as hunters sought their feathers to sell for decorating hats.

Over 150 organizations world-wide, including the National Geographic Society and
the Audubon Society, are celebrating birds this year in various ways. My personal
celebration this year will be to participate in the Maine Bird Atlas. This largely volunteer effort led by Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife aims to answer two questions: How many breeding and winter birds can be found in Maine and where
are they found? | am submitting data to the atlas online through the program Ebird for my observations around Taylor
Pond and Androscoggin County.

Taylor Pond provides diverse habitats for birds including areas of open water, upland woods, swamps, grasslands,
fens and marshes. Over the 19 years that | have lived on the pond | have catalogued 105 species of birds that
nest or raise their young in the area. These include seldom-seen birds such as the Green Heron, Virginia Rail and
American Bittern as well as the more commonly-seen birds such as the American Robin, Black-capped Chickadee
and American Goldfinch. Another 53 species migrate through the area with the change in seasons. One has to
keep an eye out as these birds typically do not stay long. Such transients include many ducks such as Ring-necked,
Ruddy, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead and Lesser Scaup. | have observed 6 species of birds almost exclusively in
the winter. These include the Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin, Bohemian Waxwing and Snow Bunting.

Most birdwatchers consider warblers to be the “jewels” of the bird world. Bright
colors and shy habits make them seldom seen without some effort, but the labor
is worth it. They typically winter in Central or South America and travel here only
for the brief summer to consume our abundant insect population. They live only in
this part of the world and Maine has one of the highest concentrations -- thanks
to those pesky mosquitoes and blackflies! | have catalogued 11 species of warbler
that commonly nest here and another 16 species seen only on their way north. So
| recommend grabbing a pair of binoculars and gazing up into the trees for some
entertainment. Join me in celebrating The Year of the Bird!




